Road-ttail Transport

transport facilities, and even here freight traffic has a
tendency to move from Pollachi rather than to Pollachi,
As an example of an uneconomic line we have the
Cuddalore-Vriddhachalam branch line which is so unremu-
nerative that it has been included in the list of branch
lines that are to be scrapped.

Neverthless, there is a belief that branch lines ought to
be constructed in backward districts so as to offer traffic
facilities at a low rate. The whole issue has been very
well stated by Sir William Acworth whom we quote:
" We often hear it said that light railways ought to be
constructed in poor agricultural districts because, being
cheaply built, and so having a small capital per mile on
which to earn interest, they would be able to afford to
carry traffic at rates below those charged by the ordinary
railways. The truth is: the fact that it is necessary to
give artificial encouragement to the construction of such
lines implies that there is little prospect of their carrying
anything but light traffic ; that, therefore, the capital charge,
though absolutely light, will be relatively heavy, for it
will need to be borne by only a few contributories. ' ' 9 And
again, < ' two practical conclusions from the above may be
noted here. If it is necessary for a light railway to be
independently, it ought to be permitted to charge
and fares very much in excess of those which would
b# reasonable on main lines. Secondly, the proper people
t$ build light lines are the main line companies with which
iKe light lines connect, for they obtain from the construc-
tion of a new branch an accession of new traffic, which,
while contributing to the remuneration of the old main
fiae.oapital, does not as a rule imply any expenditure on

e of new capital for its accommodation.'7 10
Sir William Acwortti:   Elements of Railway

*

m

-  ( "ic